
Bach (pronounced Batch) is the name given in New Zealand to small, 
often very modest holiday homes or beach houses. They are an iconic 
part of New Zealand history and culture. 

Modern pre-fabricated structures are becoming popular amongst Bach 
owners. Out-Bach is a prototype for a new type of infra-free modular 
architecture which is the subject of a joint project between Victoria 
University of Wellington, New Zealand and Technical University of 
Munich, Germany.

Bach was originally short for bachelor pad but often tended to be a family holiday 
home. Originally batches were almost always small structures, usually made of 
cheap or recycled material. Their design was influenced by the backwoods cabins 
and sheds of the early settlers and farmers. Early baches rarely enjoyed amenities 
like connections to the water and electricity grid. In more recent times the basic 
bach has been replaced by the modern holiday house, more substantial, more 
expensive, reflecting increasing affluence, and vastly increased coastal land values, 
and usually professionally built due to stricter building codes. Another important 
change has been the subdivision of coastal land with increasing numbers of 
residents and visitors, bringing traffic and mobile phone coverage to what were 
originally empty beaches.
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フリートウッド教授は世界中で数多くの建築プロジェクトに携わっている。香港ではフォ

スター・アソシエイツのマネージング・ディレクターとして香港上海銀行本店ビルのデザ

イン展開と建設を、ロンドンではフォスターの協働者として、イングランドのセインズベリ

ー視覚芸術センターとルノー・センターを担当した。日本における建築作品は、YKKAP

滑川事業所、世田谷文学館がある。フリートウッド教授の研究上の関心は工業製品とし

ての建築と極限環境のためのデザインである


